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Central Mainline Sewer Authority's $11.7 Million Sewer Project is Dedicated


    

Portage, PA - Congressman John Murtha, Gary H. Groves, Pennsylvania State Director of USDA Rural Development
and Richard L. Wray, Chairman of the Central Mainline Sewer Authority joined in a dedication ceremony of the
Authority's sewer collection and treatment facility project.  Also attending were representatives of the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers, local officials and others. 



"We need this sewage treatment system to address the public health concerns and open the area for future
development," said Murtha, who has been working with the community and state and federal agencies to put together an
affordable funding package for the area.  "Infrastructure is the key to community growth and development, but with the
federal revenue lost to the tax cuts and spent on the war, we're very fortunate to be able to get this much money for the
project.  We appreciate the USDA's support of this key project."



"USDA Rural Development's strong financial commitment to Central Mainline Sewer Authority demonstrates our
commitment to the future of rural communities," said Gary H. Groves, Pennsylvania State Director.  "The project will
provide a better quality of life for the rural residents and businesses in the project area," added Groves.



The $11.7 million project to correct malfunctioning septic systems that created health hazards and sanitary problems was
funded with a Rural Development loan of $4,054,350 and a grant of $5,296,900, Lilly Borough Capital Contribution of
$1,740,292, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers' $675,000 and local contributions.  The proposed project consists of the
installation of approximately 130,000 lineal feet of sewer mains, 7,400 lineal feet of force main and a 350,000 gallon per
day treatment plant which includes a pump station and site deep mine stabilization.  The project will serve 1,023
residential and 21 non-residential users in the Boroughs of Cassandra and Lilly and portions of the Townships of
Cresson, Portage and Washington. 



USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal agency for rural development needs by offering financial and
technical assistance to individuals, businesses and communities.   USDA Rural Development programs include funding for
day care centers, fire trucks and other community facility projects; the purchase, construction or repair of homes;  loans
and guarantees to rural businesses to save or create jobs; and loans and grants for water and sewer utility projects.  For
more information on programs offered by USDA Rural Development, contact the Pennsylvania State Office at (717) 237-
2299 or visit its website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/pa .
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