
June 25, 2008 - Murtha: House Appropriations Committee Passes Funding for Local
Commerce/Justice Projects


WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Congressman
John P. Murtha, Chairman of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense,
announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has passed a $56.8
billion fiscal year 2009 Commerce, Justice and Science Appropriations Bill that
includes funding for local police departments and programs.



The appropriations bill includes $2,000,000 for the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Law Enforcement Technologies program.  This program supports police departments in
Allegheny, Armstrong, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland
Counties with grants to purchase
computers, communication devices, police vehicles and other necessary equipment,
as well as provide necessary training to ensure officer safety.  

	
 - 

	&ldquo;Police
	departments throughout our area are having difficulty finding the money to
	purchase modern equipment and resources,&rdquo; commented Murtha.  &ldquo;They work tirelessly to keep our
communities
	safe, and I&rsquo;m pleased to be able to help support their efforts.&rdquo;

	

	The appropriations bill also includes $1,100,000 for a Correctional
	Education Clearinghouse and Educational Program at Indiana University of
	Pennsylvania (IUP).  This program will establish
	a comprehensive database to analyze trends in correctional education training
	across the country.  This data will then
	be used by IUP to develop a teaching standard and graduate degree for correctional
	instructors.

	

	&ldquo;IUP appreciates Chairman Murtha&rsquo;s leadership in support of
	the University&rsquo;s proposal to address a comprehensive approach to establish best
	practices for correctional educational instructors,&rdquo; said Dr. Tony Atwater,
	President of IUP.


	
 - 

	Also included in the appropriations bill is $350,000 for the
	Center for Global Competitiveness at Saint Francis University and Saint Vincent College. 
	Since 1993, the Center has assisted small businesses throughout the
	region in exploring new and expanded international and domestic marketing
	opportunities.  Services made available
	through the Center include individualized marketing consulting, international
	trade assistance, international trade event promotion, videoconferencing
	facilities, global assistance grants, training seminars and newsletters.
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 - The
	FY09 Commerce, Justice and Science Appropriations Bill also makes key national
	investments into:

	

	State and Local Law Enforcement and Crime
	Prevention Grants: $3.13 billion, $1.6 billion above the President&rsquo;s
	request, for COPS grants, Byrne Justice Assistance Grants and additional funds
	for the Office on Violence Against Women. 

	

	Federal Bureau of Prisons: $5.7 billion,
	$200 million above the President&rsquo;s request, to address rising costs and growing
	inmate populations. 

	

	National Institute of Standards and Technology
	Research: $817 million, $118 million above the President&rsquo;s request, to
	promote U.S.
	innovation and industrial competitiveness by advancing measurement science,
	standards, and technology in ways that enhance economic security and improve
	our quality of life. 
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