
March 18, 2009 - Gates puts a halt to 'backdoor draft'


The Hill

www.thehill.com












Gates puts a
halt to 'backdoor draft'


 


By Roxana Tiron 


March 18, 2009


 


Defense Secretary Robert Gates on Wednesday approved a plan
to eliminate the controversial practice of keeping soldiers beyond their
service commitments.



The Pentagon has been dogged with criticism over the controversial policy known
as &ldquo;stop-loss&rdquo; that allows the Pentagon to keep soldiers whose enlistment is
due to expire in order to maintain troop strength and unit integrity. Gates has
been trying to eliminate what many have termed the &ldquo;backdoor draft&rdquo; since early
2007, soon after he became secretary of defense under President George W. Bush.


 


The controversial policy has affected a large number of
National Guard and Reserve members in the Army, as well as active-duty members.
Currently there are 13,200 soldiers kept in the service under stop-loss.



A stop-loss order for National Guard and Reserve units activated for the war
against terrorism has been in effect since November 2002. The policy allows the
Pentagon to keep soldiers whose enlistment is due to expire in order to
maintain troop strength and unit integrity.
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Under Gates&rsquo;s new plan the Army Reserve would deploy or mobilize to war without
using stop-loss beginning this August, while the National Guard would deploy
its members without stop-loss in September. The active-duty Army will deploy
its first unit without any stop-lossed soldiers in January 2010.



Gates said at a Pentagon press conference on Wednesday that he intends to cut
stop-loss in half by June 2010 and completely eliminate it by March 2011. He
said that the Pentagon and the Army will retain the authority to use the policy
under extraordinary circumstances, such as a shortage of particular skills in
an emergency situation.



Gates said that those retained in the service under stop-loss will receive
$500. That money will retroactively apply to all the soldiers stop-lossed since
Oct. 1, 2008. Congress had mandated the payment since last year, but problems
at the Pentagon prevented the payments from going forward.



House defense appropriations chairman John Murtha (D-Pa.) included $72 million
in the 2009 defense-spending bill for the compensation. The lawmaker welcomed
the news that the Pentagon will go ahead with the bonuses, but stressed he will
work to get compensation for all troops kept in service under the controversial
policy since September 2001.



&ldquo;I have said repeatedly that stop-loss is little more than a backdoor draft,
disrupting the lives of our service members and their families,&rdquo; Murtha said in
a statement. &ldquo;Congress has made it clear that service members who are
stop-lossed will be given additional compensation for their service.&rdquo;



Nearly 185,000 service members have been held under stop-loss orders since
Sept. 11, 2001, according to Murtha.



Gates said that the growth of the Army and stronger retention rates are
allowing the Pentagon to reduce and eventually eliminate the controversial
policy. He also said that the reduced operational tempo in Iraq over the
next 18 months, as troops start coming home, will also help to end stop-loss.




The Online Office of Congressman John Murtha

http://www.murtha.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 13 May, 2009, 04:57


