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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Congressman
John P. Murtha (PA-12) announced today that the U.S. Department of Education
has released a $142,457 grant to California University of Pennsylvania to
further improve the knowledge and skills of K-12 special education teachers in
southwestern Pennsylvania.  


 


&ldquo;With constantly changing federal
and state teaching requirements, it is essential that our K-12 special
education teachers have the knowledge and skills necessary to provide our
students with a quality first-class education,&rdquo; commented Murtha.  


 


The Cal U program will reduce
shortages in special education and provide K-12 special education teachers with
knowledge and skills in 1) Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards; 2)
evidence-based interventions for students with mild-to-moderate disabilities
and those from diverse cultures; and 3) content specific expertise in middle
school math and science.  


 


&ldquo;Currently, most teacher
preparation programs are struggling to adapt their programs to meet the federal
and 49-2 requirements for highly qualified teachers so Cal U and the department
of Special Education is delighted to receive this funding,&rdquo; noted Dr. Katherine
Mitchem, Associate Professor and Chairperson of Cal U&rsquo;s Department of Special
Education.  


 


The program will initially host
classes for teachers at Cal U and also send faculty into the public schools
throughout Allegheny, Greene, Fayette, Washington, and Westmoreland Counties.  Eventually these classes will be web-
based,
allowing Cal U to expand into additional school districts.  
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&ldquo;This will enable us to fulfill
the growing state demand for highly qualified special education teachers in
secondary content areas, specifically middle school math and science,&rdquo; added
Dr. Mitchem.  &ldquo;We&rsquo;re looking forward to collaborating with science and
math content specialists and special educators at the secondary and higher
education level.  It&rsquo;s a wonderful opportunity to help our students get
the qualifications they need to be highly qualified as well as help address the
shortage of these teachers.&rdquo;


 


This $142,457 grant is for the
period 07/01/2009 through 06/30/2010.  It
is anticipated that the grant will be for a total of five years. 
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