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Charleroi Lock and Dam project receives boost from stimulus

funds
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Federal stimulus funds are giving a much-needed boost to the

Charleroi Lock and Dam project, with $84 million coming to the project that

does not require matching funds. 





 





Lenna Hawkins, the deputy district engineer at the Army

Corps' Pittsburgh

office, said bids will be going out in the next two to three weeks for the

construction of the upper and lower guard walls for the Charleroi Lock and Dam.

Hawkins estimated that project at $67 million. An additional $17 million has

been earmarked for a new river wall for new locks, but that is a far cry from what

is needed to complete the project which includes construction of two 84-foot

wide, 720-foot long lock chambers to prevent a traffic jam on the river. 





 





Hawkins said Army Corps of Engineers river projects require

a 50-percent match from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, which is currently

funded by a 20-cent per gallon fuel tax. Hawkins said the fund raises $80

million to $90 million a year for projects across the nation, far less than is

needed to keep up with the needs.
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"We need in the neighborhood of $300 million more to complete one chamber

and that is dependent on funding from the trust," Hawkins said.





The Charleroi Lock and Dam is more than 70 years old. Hawkins said the lifespan

of locks and dams is generally 50 years, so something needs to be done to

resolve the funding issues, Hawkins said.





"The biggest issue is the age of the facilities and their reliability for

navigation," Hawkins said.





Hawkins said the Army Corps is working with the commercial boating industry to

resolve the funding impasse.





"Everybody has something to lose and we all have something to gain, so we

are trying to come to some resolution on this," Hawkins said.





Meanwhile, no matching funds are needed for the American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act (ARRA) money, so at least part of the project can move ahead.





Hawkins said the Pittsburgh District of the Army Corps of Engineers is

receiving a total of $140 million through the ARRA, which should result in

1,700 direct jobs and another 1,900 jobs in related industries supplying the

contractors working on the projects.





According to U.S. Rep. John P. Murtha, D-Johnstown, Pittsburgh

is the second busiest inland port in the United States and the lock and dam

system is essential for the transportation of goods.





"These locks and dams support 218,000 direct and indirect jobs and I have

made it my highest priority to ensure that federal funds are made available for

their continued overhaul and improvement," Murtha said in a prepared

release.
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