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Washington D.C. - Congressman John Murtha today issued statements on two recent occasions in which he was quoted
out of context 





 The first is about coverage in the South Florida Sun-Sentinel on his appearance in Florida over the weekend.





 "I was recently misquoted following a speech I gave at a Veterans forum at the Florida International University Biscayne
Campus on June 24, 2006.  During the speech, I made a point that our international credibility was suffering, particularly
due to our continued military presence in Iraq and that we were perceived as an occupying force.  For illustrative
purposes, I provided the example of a recent Pew Poll which indicates a greater percentage of people in 10 of 14 foreign
countries consider the U.S. in Iraq a danger to world peace than consider Iran or North Korea a danger to world peace. 





Dangers to World Peace Table












Murtha added, "It is imperative that these issues be discussed in an open and informative manner.  I will continue to insist
that this administration face the true realities of its policies with respect to Iraq and insist that they change direction."





In response to the misquotes, the Sun-Sentinel ran the following correction on Wednesday, June 28:





 "Correction: An article in Sunday's editions misinterpreted a comment from U.S. Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa., at a town hall
meeting in North Miami on Saturday. In his speech, Murtha said U.S. credibility was suffering because of continued U.S.
military presence in Iraq, and the perception that the U.S. is an occupying force. Murtha was citing a recent poll, by the
Pew Global Attitudes Project, that indicates a greater percentage of people in 10 of 14 foreign countries consider the
U.S. in Iraq a greater danger to world peace than any threats posed by Iran or North Korea.
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 In a recent appearance on Meet the Press, host Tim Russert asked Congressman Murtha to explain where our troops
could be stationed if they redeployed from Iraq.   Congressman Murtha replied:





 "Kuwait's one that will take us.  Qatar, we already have bases in Qatar.  (Also in) Bahrain.  All those countries are willing to
take the United States...We don't' have to be right there.  We can go to Okinawa..We can redeploy there almost
instantly."  





Congressman Murtha has repeatedly explained that his plan calls for the redeployment of U.S. forces from Iraq at the
earliest practicable date and a quick reaction U.S. force and over-the-horizon presence of U.S. Marines to be deployed to
the region if needed. 





He further explains, "I have said several times that we could deploy a quick reactionary force from Kuwait, Bahrain or
Qatar or could deploy a larger contingency of Marines from Okinawa or the United States, if needed.  





 "We currently have a Marine division headquartered in Okinawa, thus logistics and existing facilities are already in place. 
Additionally, during the course of this war, Marines at the battalion level or lower have already been deployed from
Okinawa to Iraq. 





"But let me be clear, these forces should only be deployed to Iraq if our own national security is at risk or if the security of
our allies in the region is threatened.  These forces should NOT be used to intervene in the case of growing sectarian
violence in Iraq.  The Iraqis must settle their own civil war."
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